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Ramez Jeraisi does not underestimate the great 
responsibility placed in his hands by being 
Nazareth’s mayor since 1994, winning three 
consecutive elections. 
“This is a city like no other,” he says. “It is the 
City of the Annunciation, the location of the 
very first event in Christian history: Mary’s 
immaculate conception. It is also where Jesus 
spent most of his life.” 
He points out that, when the Pope came on 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land last year, he 
held his main mass on the Mount of Precipice, 
overlooking Nazareth, to mark the city’s 
importance to Christianity. 
But Mr Jeraisi also appreciates the significance 
of Nazareth in more recent times. It has been 
a major city in the region since it gained 
municipal status under Ottoman rule in the late 
eighteenth century. Today, the mayor notes, it 
serves as the “political, cultural and spiritual 
capital” of Israel’s 1.3 million Palestinian Arab 
citizens.
In his years at the helm, Mr Jeraisi says there 
have been many changes. The most important 
was the facelift given to Nazareth through 
the mid-1990s, in time for the millennium 
celebrations.
The Nazareth 2000 project, he says, “led to 
many development projects, particularly in the 
Old City, that provided modern infrastructure 
while preserving the Arab Oriental style of 
architecture”. 
Attractions like Nazareth Village opened, the 
city’s historic buildings were illuminated and, 
after Nazareth was given upgraded development 
status, the first large international-standard 
hotels were built. Mr Jeraisi hopes another 
2,000 rooms will be added soon. 
“The highest occupancy rate in Israel for the 
past two years has been in Nazareth,” he says. 
“We are the only city in Israel where tourism 
is growing and we need to increase the number 

of hotel rooms 
urgently.”
Mr Jeraisi admits 
the region’s 
divisive politics 
have made 
things difficult 
for Nazareth, the 
largest Palestinian 
Arab city in Israel. 
For a time in the 
1990s it looked 
as if Nazareth 
would benefit from a massive injection of funds 
from UNESCO, along with Bethlehem in the 
Palestinian-controlled West Bank. But after 
much planning, the plug was pulled as tensions 
grew following the decision by Israel to open 
the Western Wall tunnels in 1997.
But there is still plenty of good news for 
Nazareth, he says. 
In the year 2011, an Intenational Centre 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary was open, offering 
too a viewing stage for the recent discovery 
of the first house from the time of Jesus. 
The finishing touches are also being put to 
Nazareth’s first hi-tech industrial park. 
“That is a very important project,” he says. 
“It will contribute greatly to making the city 
more beautiful by removing the polluting small 
workshops in the city centre and freeing up 
space for new touristic projects there.” 
Among those projects is one to build a complex 
of tourist-friendly businesses – galleries, cafes, 
restaurants and souvenir shops – that will be 
located in renovated “grand mansions” in the 
Old City. 
“The task is to make Nazareth one of the great 
cities,” he says. ‘That’s good not just for the 
tourists but for the people who live here too. 
Everyone benefits.”

As the President of the Arab-American Friends of Nazareth, 
I would like to welcome the Nazarene delegation team that 
is taking part in the annual Las Vegas reunion. It is an honor 
for us to host mayor of Nazareth, Mr. Ramiz Jeraysi, with his 
Nazarene delegation team: Mr. Ahmad Afifi, President of the 
Nazarene Fund; Mr. Bishara Kattouf, Chairman of the Board of 
the Nazareth Academic Institute; Prof. George Kanazi, President 
of the Nazareth Academic Institute; and Dr. Raji Srouji, member 
of the board.
 We would also like to welcome our guests from Nazareth, 
Mr. Suheil Karram, GM of Radio Ashams; Mr. Badi’ Tannous, 
member of the Nazareth Fund and well known Nazarene 
businessman; and Mr. Munkiz Zoubi, editor of the Eleen 
Newsletter. We also welcome all of our friends and relatives from 
all over the country, Canada, and other countries.

‘A city blessed by its special history’ Arab-American Friends of Nazareth

Welcome the Participation of the Nazarene 
Delegation to the Las Vegas Reunion

Tawfiq Bisharat:” It 
is our honor to host 
Mayor of Nazareth, 
Mr. Ramiz Jeraysi,   
with his delegation 
team.”
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Nazareth enjoys a wide range of successful 
external relations due to its historical and 
political status. For the Palestinian Arabs living 
in Israel, Nazareth is considered the political, 
educational and commercial capital city. The 
recent establishment of hi-tech companies and 
the Nazareth Academic Institute has added to 
its significance.

Being aware of this unique status, the Nazareth 
Municipality has focused on developing mutual 
relations with cities and provinces in Europe, 
such as Saint Denis and the province of Val-de-
Marne in France; Firenze and Loreto in Italy; 
and Częstochowa in Poland. With the goal 
of maintaining positive relations with other 
cities in the region, the municipality has also 
signed a cooperation agreement with the city of 

Ramallah in the West Bank.

The Nazareth Municipality has seen an 
increasing number of visitors who come to 
meet the mayor and tour the city. These include 
researchers, ambassadors, businessmen, and 
political, educational and art figures from all 
over the world. These visitors are interested in 
discussing the city's current affairs, the situation 
of the Arab minority in Israel, and the possibility 
of cooperation in order to help the city flourish. 
The municipality is preparing to host the second 
international conference on Nazareth's history, 
archaeology and cultural heritage, to take place 
in July 2012.

Nazareth depends on the following factors for 
its successful external relations:

Nazareth – A World Heritage City with 
Local and International Significance

Tourism:
The city's name is famous worldwide. Of 
particular draw is the old city, which boasts 
buildings dating back hundreds of years. 
Beginning in the 1990s, the municipality has 
been developing and equipping the city to 
accommodate the hundreds of thousands of 
tourists who have visited since.  

Culture and Arts:
The city has been promoted as a ''culture city'' 
with hundreds of cultural events taking place 
year round. In preparation for Pope Benedict 
XVI's visit, the city built an amphitheater with 
a capacity of 4,000 people, where the Pope 
conducted mass in 2009. The site is undergoing 
development in order to be licensed for 
educational and artistic events for the people of 
Nazareth and the surrounding area. There are 
also plans to build an auditorium with space for 
750 people.

Trade and Commerce:
The city has always been a commercial center 
for its citizens and regional visitors.  
The municipality is working to develop hi-tech 

industries and is negotiating with international 
companies to establish local branches in the 
city.

Higher Education:
The establishment of the Nazareth Academic 
Institute is the first step toward founding an 
Arab university in the country. 

Dear Friends of Nazareth, we need your support. 
Please be in touch at: www.nazareth.muni.il
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Sports Equipment in Nazareth Public 
Parks 
The Nazareth Municipality has launched the 
first stage of its Public Parks Sports Equipment 
Project by installing outdoor sports equipment in 
Beer al Ameer Park, serving the southern quarters 
of Nazareth. Next in line is Karm al Jammal, 
in the Safafreh quarter. The move is aimed at 
encouraging the wider public, especially women 
and the elderly, to take advantage of the facilities 
and use their free time to maintain fitness and 
public health. 

Art Activities in Nazareth 
A Preparatory Course for Classical Ballet
The course aims at developing creativity and 
musical sense and appreciation among its 
participants.

Classical Ballet
Participants learn classical ballet techniques and 
are exposed to classical music, folktales and 
myths written on the subject. The course also aims 
at developing coordination, flexibility, harmony 
and creative thinking among the children.

The Nazareth Ballet and Modern Dance 
School
In order to diversify artistic activities in the 
city’s community centers, the Ballet and Modern 
Dance School was established. The school, 
which currently has about 120 children, uses the 
training facilities of Ibn Sina Community Center.  

Modern Dance 
Both boys and girls can take part in the course, 
where they learn about the basic techniques and 

flexibility needed in modern dance. The course 
is open for children age 8 and above.

Jazz 
Participants learn about different types of jazz, 
including jazz and hip hop music and dance, 
among other topics. 

Archaeological News from Nazareth
 A Nazareth Dwelling from the Time of Jesus
Preparatory excavations for the establishment 
of the International Center of Marie de Nazareth 
uncovered remains of a dwelling dating back to 
the time of Jesus, more than 2,000 years ago. 
The discovery has drawn much attention from 
archaeologists since it sheds light on what life 
was like during that time. The site is located 
in the old city, opposite the Basilica of the 
Annunciation.  

Discovery of Archaeological Caves
in Nazareth
During the preparatory excavations for building 
the City Center Hotel, five archaeological caves 
containing pottery and bronze weapons were 
discovered.

Business News from Nazareth
 Incentive Package for Investors in the Old City
The Nazareth Municipality, with the support 
of the Ministry of Tourism, has introduced a 5 
million NIS package of incentives for investors 
in the old city. The package includes locating 
old buildings for investment, tax reduction for 
four years and infrastructure development. 
The package is another measure taken by the 
municipality to maintain the specificity of the 
old city and its heritage. 

Increase in Tourist Traffic
Lately, the old city in general, and Mary’s Well and 
the Casa Nova areas in particular, have witnessed 
an increase in foreign and local tourism. This has 
led to the opening of new hostels, restaurants, 
cafes and souvenir shops to serve the visitors. 
Cultural activities are continuing to provide art 
and entertainment in the Cultural Center and 
other facilities in the city.

Nazareth News

Sports Activities in Nazareth

The Nazareth Football School
The school was established in 1997 and today 
has about 150 pupils ages 512-. The Nazareth 
Municipality runs and supports the school 
through its community centers and provides 
the children with opportunities to develop their 
football skills.

The Nazareth Basketball School
Building on the success achieved in basketball 
activities in the Schneller Community Center, 
the Basketball School was established in the 
city in 2008. The school is open for boys and 
girls ages 614- and has about 100 children. 

The Nazareth Volleyball School
Encouraged by the success of the Nazareth 
Maccabi Girls’ Team, the volleyball school was 
established for boys and girls ages 11 and over. 
The school currently has about 60 children.

The Nazareth Marathon
The marathon project was renewed last year 
to an enthusiastic response. The project aims 
at solidifying the feeling of belonging among 
the citizens of Nazareth. This year’s marathon, 
which was launched under the slogan “One 
Course, One City,” included three races of 
1,000, 2,000 and 5,000 meters. Around 2,000 
people of different ages participated in the 
marathon, which took place along the streets of 
Nazareth.
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The White Mosque - El Jama Al-Abiyad

The oldest mosque in Nazareth and situated in 
the heart of the Old City’s vegetable market, 
the White Mosque has served as an important 
cultural and religious center for more than 200 
years. 
The earliest sections of the mosque were begun 
by Pasha al-Jazzar, the governor of Acre, in 
1785, but the completed building was not 
inaugurated until 1812. The mosque’s name 
refers to the importance in Islam of white as the 
symbol of purity, transparency and simplicity. 
As well as being a place of worship and prayer 
for Muslims, the mosque serves as a focus for 
educational and cultural activities and has a 
strong welfare mission. In the past, it has also 
been a center for civic affairs, including roles as 
a court and a school.
The mosque broadcasts a message of peace, 
cooperation and harmony between the peoples 
and communities of Nazareth. In this regard, 
it actively fosters good relations with the 
various Christian denominations in the city. On 
Christian holidays, for example, a delegation 
representing the mosque attends local events, 

and the imam refers to the Christian festivities 
in his Friday service. 
Since its construction the mosque has been 
managed by the al-Fahoum family, one of the 
most respected in Nazareth. Atef Fahoum, the 
son of a former mayor, has been overseeing the 
site since 1969. 

In recent years, the mosque and the surrounding 
area have been renovated. Atef, who is extremely 
affable, will happily enlighten visitors on the 
history and importance of the site. 
The mosque also houses a small museum that 
displays rare documents and manuscripts. 

Nazareth Village

A shepherd cares for his flock on the hillside, 
a watchman stands guard in a tower by the 
wine press, and in his home of mud and straw 
a carpenter fixes a stool while his wife weaves 
a rug. 
Nazareth Village, established in a quiet green 
space in the centre of modern Nazareth, 
has recreated an active farming community 
showing life as it was lived in the foothills of 
the Galilee 2,000 years ago.

The Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Annunciation

This small church, with its fortress-like 
appearance, is one of the most beautiful in the 
region.

According to Orthodox tradition, the church 
is built over the spring where the Archangel 
Gabriel told Mary was carrying the son of God. 
This tradition, originating in the apocryphal 
Gospel of St James, also says Jesus used to 
accompany his mother to the spring to draw 
water. 
The remains of the site’s first church, built 
during the Crusader period at the beginning of 
the 12th century, can still be seen in the crypt, 
where the spring rises. Most of the original 
church was destroyed, along with the other 
Christian buildings in Nazareth, by the Mamluk 
ruler Baibars in 1263. 
From 1620, the spring was placed under the 
control of the Franciscan Order, which built a 
vaulted room around it. But in 1749, Daher el-
Omar transferred control to the Greek Orthodox 
and authorized them to rebuild the church. 
The church, also known as St Gabriel’s, was 

constructed over the next decade and completed 
in 1763. It has been under the patronage of the 
Greek Orthodox ever since.
Inside, the altar is hidden behind a beautiful 
wooden partition – an iconostasis – donated 
by a wealthy Greek merchant in 1767. The 
partition is decorated with mouldings and icons 
of animals. The decorations were carefully 
restored by Romanian artists in 1978, as the 
earlier work had deteriorated. The decorations 
show, among other things, Gabriel’s appearance 
to Mary next to the spring. 
A museum in the church’s compound displays 
ancient artifacts found during excavations. 

Places in Nazareth
This unique excursion, suitable for young and 
old alike, allows visitors a peek into the first 
days of Christianity, at a time when Nazareth 
was home to a young Jesus. 
The founders of Nazareth Village called on 
experts to make sure everything in this depiction 
of life from Biblical times is as accurate as 
possible – including the agricultural methods, 
fields and vineyards, oil and wine presses, 
buildings, clothes, food and utensils.
There is also a reconstruction of a typical first-
century synagogue.
To complete the experience, actors dressed in 

period costumes wander around, portraying 
characters from the past. The village offers a 
wide range of interactive activities: visitors can 
participate in archeological excavations; study 
methods of handling clay objects; harvest and 
press olives; participate in an oil tasting; harvest 
wheat; shear sheep and weave their wool; milk 
goats and help produce milk products. 
Nazareth Village has an impressive audio-visual 
presentation and a large, well-stocked souvenir 
store. The village also offers night tours by oil-
lamp and special events on holidays.
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Mayors Over the History

Tanous Kawwar

Shibli Afandi Al-Jubran

Sa'ed Al-Fahoum

Amin Jarjoura

Tawfiq Zayyad

Abdel Majed Fahoum

Abdalla Bik Al-Fahoum

Elias Kawwar

Abdel Aziz Zoubi

Ali Agha Al-Asa'ad

Raji Afandi Farah

Saleem Bisharah

Musa Kteili

Al-Shekh Abbas 
Al-Fahoum

Tawfiq Al-Fahoum

Yousif Ali Mohamad 
Al-Fahoum

Seif Al-Dein Al-Zoubi

One of the newest attractions in Nazareth is the 
Mary International Center, opened in 2011. The 
center, next to the Basilica of the Annunciation, 
offers visitors a fascinating audio-visual tour 
through the Holy Land and the life of Mary and 
Jesus. 
Established by the French religious community 
of Chemin Neuf, the center has the backing of 
all the region’s religious denominations.
Set on four floors in a converted 17th century 
building, visitors can follow Mary’s journey, 
including an hour-long show spanning four 
rooms that involves surround sound, wide-
screen cinema and 3D effects. Viewings are 
possible in eight different languages.
Another highlight is an outdoor viewing 
platform to see recent excavations revealing the 
remains of an early Roman home, dated to the 
time of Jesus and the first such house ever to be 
found in Nazareth.

Special technologies have been adapted to 
create an extensive roof-top garden around the 
center’s chapel, offering a calm and meditative 
place to wander through or to rest and enjoy 
the spectacular views of the Basilica of the 
Annunciation and Nazareth.

The Mount of Precipice, a dramatic cliff at the 
southern entrance to Nazareth, is the spot from 
which, according to the New Testament,  the 
inhabitants of Nazareth tried to push Jesus to his 
death after he provoked outrage by declaring 
himself the Messiah (Luke 4). According to 
tradition, Jesus leapt at the last minute and 
disappeared – his first miracle. 
The mount, known as Jebel Kufzi in Arabic, 
was sanctified in ancient times, and by the 8th 
century was home to eight monks who lived 
in a monastery on the top. The remains of 
the Byzantine monastery can be found on the 
mount’s western slope.
Standing at 1,300 ft (397 meters) above sea level, 
the mount provides a magnificent observation 
point of the Jezreel Valley and the surrounding 
mountains, including Mount Tabor, the site of 
the Transfiguration. 
There is a short walking trail overlooking the 
valley from the car park, as well as a longer 
hiking path – known as the Gospel Trail – that 

continues across country to Tiberias. Near the 
summit there is a small hut that served as the 
local forester’s home during the British Mandate. 
The mount is also famous for an ancient cave 
on its lower slopes in which with prehistoric 
skeletons and artifacts were found. The cave is 
currently closed to visitors. 
One of the many legends pilgrims have attributed 
to the mount over the centuries maintains that, 
as Jesus was about to be thrown off the cliff, 
the earth suddenly opened to form the cave, 
providing Jesus with shelter. 
A new road was recently paved for cars to 
easily reach the observation point. The summit 
has parking facilities, a paved pathway and 
wheelchair access.

The Mary International Center

The Mount of Precipice

1875 – 1994
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The bustling alleys of the market (“souq” in 
Arabic) directly north of the Basilica offer a rare 
opportunity to experience a working Oriental 
bazaar in Israel. Most of the city’s attractions 
are located either in its alleyways or nearby.
The market was established in the 17th century, 
but its major evolution took place during the 
19th century. In the past, its districts were 
divided according to themes: the Brides’ 
Market, the Vegetable Market, the Tinsmiths’ 
Market and the Carpenters’ Market were among 
the main ones. Today, apart from in the case 
of the Vegetable Market, these sections exist 
chiefly in name only.
The market has a wide range of stores selling 
just about every item imaginable, such as 
kitchenware, vegetables, candy and sweetmeats, 
toys, embroidered cloth, silverware, coffee and 

herbs, scarves, and drums. Various tradesmen, 
from knife-makers to tailors and shoe-
repairmen, also offer their skills. 

The aromas of the market, its ancient buildings 
and its characterful alleyways make a visit an 
unforgettable experience. The charm of the 
market is that it serves not only tourists but is 
also a living market drawing custom not only 
from Nazarenes but also from people across the 
region.
The Old City, including the market, underwent 
extensive renovations in preparation for the 
millennium celebrations and the visit of Pope 
John Paul II.
The market is open daily, except Sundays, from 
9am to 5pm weekdays, and between 9am and 
2pm on Saturdays. 

Nazareth’s biggest secret is hidden under the 
floor of a small shop next to Mary’s Well. Inside 
the Cactus souvenir store, owners Elias Shama 
and his Belgian wife Martina have dug out the 
extensive remains of an ancient bathhouse. 

The latest research indicates that the bathhouse 
dates from at least 2,000 years ago – the time 
of Jesus. That would make it possibly the 
largest and most important Roman bath ever 
discovered in the Middle East, and rewrite the 
history books about Nazareth. 

During work to prevent a damp problem in their 
shop in the late 1990s the couple discovered 
piles of old stones and arches – once the 
underfloor heating system for the bathhouse – 
as well as white marble tiles that would have 

been the bath’s floor. 

Ultrasound and carbon-dating by American 
scholars in 2003 suggested that the bath was 
from the Roman era – and that an even older 
bathhouse, possibly Hellenistic, was located 
underneath.

Elias points out too that documentary evidence 
from long ago suggests that Nazareth was 
famous for its bathhouse – and that the Virgin 
Mary is supposed to have used it. 

Today visitors can sit in the beautiful vaulted 
caldarium (or hot room) enjoying an Arabic 
coffee and local sweets while Elias and Martina 
tell their story. They also lead tours under the 
shop.

The Old City Market The Ancient Bathhouse
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A journey into underground Nazareth

This picturesque convent, close to the Basilica 
of the Annunciation, offers a rare and fascinating 
glimpse into the extensive subterranean world 
of ancient Nazareth, much as the Holy Family 
might have known it.
The treasures underground were first identified 
during building work when the nuns arrived 
from France in the mid-19th century. Proper 
excavations were only carried out in the 1940s 
and 1950s. 
Steps lead underground to an impressive large 
vaulted cave with an arched entrance that leads 
to a Byzantine chapel with a stone altar. Inside 
a first-century burial site is located – known as 
the Grave of the Just Monk. 
Elsewhere in the complex are catacombs, 
cisterns, mosaics, streets and cave-homes. One 
theory is that this area was a burial site in Roman 
times, and that the graves were later used as 

water pools or perhaps as living quarters.
A small museum displays finds from the 
excavations, including pottery and coins from 

the first and second century. 
The convent also has a beautiful and tranquil 
inner courtyard and a hostel that offers simple 
rooms for individual travelers and groups. 

The Greek Orthodox community has opened a 
complex of caves next to the al-Kilay church 
and close to Mary’s Well Square. The caves tell 
the history of Nazareth’s early Christians and 
include possibly the world’s very first church.
The caves appear to be the central hub of a 
network of tunnels that connected the key areas 
of Nazareth in the pre- and early Christian 
era, including the location believed to be 
Mary’s home – now the site of the Basilica of 
the Annunciation – and Mary’s Well, the spot 
where the Holy Family are believed to have 
drawn water. 
Inside the complex is the Forty Martyrs Church, 

so named because it was the place where 
40 monks, hiding from the Romans, were 
discovered and slaughtered. 
Emperor Constantine, the first Roman leader 
to convert to Christianity, built an enormous 
church close to the site that included 40 columns 
to commemorate the monks. Only two columns 
survived the church’s destruction and are on 
show at the entrance to the cave.
A network of tunnels can be seen leading from 
the caves but are not yet open to visitors. There 
are plans to clear them so that they will be 
accessible to more adventurous visitors. 

Sisters of Nazareth Convent The Al-Kilay Caves
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General Background 
As the first Arab institute fully accredited 
by the Israeli Council for Higher Education 
(CHE), Nazareth Academic Institute (NAI) 
makes higher education within Israel more 
accessible for Arab students. NAI began its first 
academic year on 1 November 2010, offering 
2 majors—Chemistry and Communication—to 
35 students. 
NAI received the accreditation and not funded 
as the other 6 Academic institution in Galilee 
who is full public funded.  
There are 1,500,000 Arab citizens of Israel, 
accounting for nearly 20% of the total population 
and 52% of the Northern District (the Galilee 
region). 
Nazareth is the largest city in the Northern 
District, and the largest Arab city in Israel, 
with a municipal population of 80,000 and an 
additional 250,000 residents of the surrounding 
villages.  

GDP: Size of GDP of Israel in 2007 was $192 
Billion, Arabs’ contribution to GDP was 8% 
In 2006, 54% of Arab families lived under the 
poverty line according to the National Insurance 
Institute.
Women’s labor force participation plays a 
large role, with rates almost unchanged since 
the 1970s Female employment rates of Arab 
women fluctuated  between 15 and 20% in the 
last 40 years, versus employment rates of 60-
80% employment of Arab Israeli women who 
hold academic degrees

Access to Higher Education
Academic attainment is a key driver of economic 
development, especially for Arab women. Yet 
Arabs make up only 9% of the students pursuing 
higher education in Israel (and only 0.7% of the 
academic staff at Israeli universities).
Factors like age of entry to academic programs, 
Hebrew proficiency for entrance exams and 

Towered Estabablishment of the First Arab University
university locations away from Arab population 
centers all account for low participation rates.
Some 6,0008,000- Arab citizens of Israel opt for 
study in Jordan, with thousands more studying 
in other countries.  

Goals
To provide equal access to higher education, 
especially for poor young Arab men and women 
To close the gaps between Arabs and Jewish 
community in Israel, particularly in education 
and employment
To develop human capital 
To be an engine for economic development
To deliver world class teaching, research and 
service

NAI cooperation with Nazareth 
Municipality & the Nazareth Fund
The personal commitment of the Mayor of 
Nazareth , Eng. Ramez Jaraisy, and Head of 
the Nazareth Fund, Mr. Ahmed Afifi, made 
the dream of an academic institute in Nazareth 
come true.
The Municipality has given NAI a worthy 
building and built a Chemistry laboratory and a 
radio studio as infrastructure for the students in 
addition to the  a large Library building. 
A gala evening arranged by the municipality 
and hosted by the mayor yielded NIS 275,000 
in donations from the local community—setting 
a precedent for local investment in higher 
education. 
The Nazareth Fund is spearheading a 2011 
fundraising campaign in Israel and overseas to 
support NAI. The campaign will help support 
NAI students and programs as well as raise 
capital for a dedicated NAI campus on land 
donated by the municipality. 
The Municipality plans to build a 70-dunum 
Nazareth Academic Campus, with the help of 
the Nazareth Fund.

Challenges
There are 7 academic colleges in Galilee. Six 
of them are located in Jewish cities: Emeq 
Jizrael College, Kinneret College, ORT-Braude 
College, Safed College, Tel Hai College and 

Western Galilee College.  All are funded by the 
CHE.
Only NAI  is not funded by the Budgeting and 
planning committee of the CHE.
NAI is an Israeli-accredited college, but so 
far the Israeli government has not provided 
equitable investment  in it, as recommended 
by the OECD. A letter from the  OECD to the 
Israeli CHE calling for equal investments in the 
Academic institutions in Galilee is required to 
guarantee the implementation of this item.
Plan and implement projects  to enhance the 
cooperation between the community, NGO’s, 
governmental institutions, businesses  and 
research and development Institution with the 
purpose of opening up the markets for our 
graduates.

New Program:
B.A. in Tourism Administration
In November 2011, a contract was signed for a 
Joint initiative between the Nazareth Academic 
Institute and the Nazareth Association for 
Culture and Tourism to establish The School of 
Management and Tourism.
The program is located in ”Khan Albasha,”, 
next to the Basilica of the Annunciation in the 
Old City, where all learning activities will take 
place. The program will combine academic 
studies and practical training for tour guides, 
travel agents and other professionals in tourism-
related areas. Upon the completion of the three 
year program, graduates will receive a B.A. 
degree in Tourism Administration. 
The Nazareth Academic Instituteion will 
handle the process of obtaining the required 
permits to conduct the academic courses and 
seminars for acquiring the B.A. degree. The 
Nazareth Association for Culture and Tourism 
will handle the project’s administration and 
operations, including student registration. 
The project will be managed by two CEOs who 
will supervise a joint academic committee. 
The program will commence April 2012, 
with the operation of the Vocational Training 
Department; it will begin with a tour guide 
course under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Tourism.

Building Human Capitalin Arab Communities
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After a struggle of more than 30 years, the Council 
for Higher Education in Israel (CHE) has finally 
accredited the Nazareth Academic Institute 
(NAI) as the first official academic institute 
in the Arab Sector since the establishment of 
the state. For the Arab community, this is a 
great leap towards establishing the first Arab 
university in the country.
The institute is run by an official NGO Nazareth 
Academic Institute, headed by a well-known 
businessman by the name of Mr. Bishara 
Kattouf, with direct and continued support of 
the Nazareth Fund and Nazareth Municipality. 
Professor George Kanazi of Nazareth is the 
President of the institute. 
At the offering of the Nazareth Municipality, 
the institute occupies part of a school building 

in the Tawfiq Zayyad Education Village, named 
after the late mayor of Nazareth. 
Mr. Ahmad Afifi, President of the Nazareth 
Fund, commented on CHE’s failure to fund 
NAI as it does other Jewish academic institutes 
in the country. This has led to the launch of an 
intensive fundraising campaign by the Nazareth 
Fund and the NGO in order to maintain academic 
operations until NAI receives governmental 
funding. 
Nazareth Mayor Engineer Ramez Jaraysi 
stresses the significance of establishing an Arab 
university in the country. He declares that such 
an institution will both maintain the local culture 
as well as serve as a center for multicultural 
discourse among the different peoples living 
both in and outside of the country. 

The Nazareth Academic Institute (NAI)
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