
"Something good does come out of 
Nazareth. Come and see!"



The Nazareth Fund was founded in April 
1999 as a nonprofit charitable 
organization. 

The Nazareth Fund encourages and 
organizes initiatives that aim to improve 
the city in the different fields of education,  
science, arts, literature, health, sports, 
social welfare and other charitable 
activities. It also provides scholarships for 
carrying out research on Nazareth's 
history, culture heritage, architecture and 
archaeology. The fund aspires at creating 
a cohesive and tolerant society where 
citizens live together in harmony 
regardless of religion, social class or 
education.

The Nazareth Fund is a legal NGO 
registered by the Ministry of Justice 
under number 58034480. 
Donations to the Nazareth Fund are tax 
exempt according to subparagraph 46 of 
the Tax Law.  
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Late Dr. Sami Jaraisey was one of the 
founders of the Nazareth Fund.
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"Something good does 
come out of Nazareth. 
Come and see!"

About



The city's historical, archaeological and 
architectural sites are the living witnesses 
for the centuries-old heritage of the 
citizens of Nazareth. 

In accordance with its significance as a 
unique heritage city, the Nazareth Fund is 
offering a Ph.D. degree research 
scholarship on the city's historical, 
archaeological and architectural heritage. 
The scholarship is unique in that it is 
offered at the time when the city is 
preparing to be proposed as one of the 
World Heritage Cities. 
The Fund is offering a $ 10,000 
scholarship for each researcher taking 
part in the study. 

Research Scholarship 
on Nazareth's 
Archaeological, 
Historical and 
Cultural Heritage.

Projects

The Nazareth Municipality by The 
Nazareth Fund had received donations 
from the French Electric Company (EDF) 
and The United French  Electric Industrial 
and Electronics (ELEC) via the UNESCO 
to light six historical sites in the city: The 
Basilica of the Annunciation - The 
Salesian Convent - al-Salam Mosque - 
The Carmelite Convent - The White 
Mosque and  St. Joseph Church.

Lighting 
Ancient Historical Sites

The first modernly equipped community 
fitness center in the city was donated by 
Mr. Irwin Green. The center serves the 
local community, including school 
children, offering a variety of sports 
programs.

Fitness and 
Health Center



the number of patients treated and in the 
number of treatments per year. The 
Centre has recently reached 10,000 
developmental treatments per annum, in 
the course of full and maximum use and 
utilization of the therapy rooms that exist 
in the Institute.In addition to the 
foregoing, a major part of our Institute’s 
work is devoted to the diagnosis and 
treatment of children with autism. As is 
well-known from professional literature, 
there has been a considerable increase in 
the number of children who are 
diagnosed with autism, and it is stated 
that the risk of autism is 1:150 of the total 
population. This increase is due mainly to 
more alertness on the part of the parents 
and on the part of the professionals in 
the field. 

Currently, about 40 children with autism, 
who are placed in a number of 
kindergartens (some are within the 
Center and others outside it) are being 
treated by members of our staff. The 
children receive approximately 15,000 
hours of therapy each year from the staff 
of the Center.

Work in the new building of the Irwin 
Green Child Development Center began 
in 2005, with the Institute providing 
extensive development services, 
diagnoses and treatments in a wide 
range of medical and paramedical 
professions:
Neurological and developmental 
diagnosis, Physiotherapy, Occupational 
therapy, Speech therapy, Music therapy, 
Art therapy, Hydrotherapy, 
Developmental emotional treatment for 
children with environmental deficiencies, 
Sensory integration disorders.
The Center managed by the Medical 
Administration of the French Hospital 
who donated the land for the Center.

In addition to the direct treatment of the 
child, the Institute also provides training 
and instruction for parents for purposes 
of developing parental abilities and 
enabling better parenthood that will foster 
better development for those children.
The Institute provides a service for 
children from the time of birth until age 9, 
primarily for children in the Arab sector 
(Nazareth and the neighboring area), but 
also for Jewish children from Nazareth 
Elit. Thus, the Center facilitates treatment 
for Arab and Jewish children under the 
same roof.

Since we moving into the new building, 
there has been a substantial increase in 

Irwin Green Child 
Development Center



Supporting 
the Needy Families

In conjunction with the social workers of 
Nazareth Municipality Welfare 
Department,  the Nazareth Fund is 
supporting needy families in the city by 
matching donations from the World 
Friendship Fund and helping the families 
meet their economic hardships.
 

The first three beach volley courts in the 
city were donated by the Bethea and 
Irwin Green Family Foundation in July 
2010. The courts are one of the best 
sports facilities in the area and they serve 
school children and adults alike.

Beach 
Volley Ball Courts

The five adjacent tennis courts are 
located at the Y.M.C.A. Center, 
co-donated by the Irwin Green Founda-
tion, The Cliff Richard Organization and 
the Freddie Krivine Foundation. Over 200 
children use the facility, in addition to the 
10 teams in the Tennis Israeli League. 
The courts provide a meeting opportunity 
for Arab and Jewish children to better 
know each other.

Tennis 
Center



The Nazareth Fund, with a generous 
donation from Mr. Irwin Green, helped in 
lighting the Nazareth Football Stadium. 
The stadium is used by several football 
teams in the Football Israeli League 
matches, and by school children in 
different sports events, including mixed 
Arab-Jewish encounters. 

Lighting the 
Football Stadium

Nazareth Municipality built a special high 
school for girls with low educational 
attainment.  Along with the regular 
theoretical teaching, they are also 
providing the girls’ vocational 
qualification. The regional education 
network of "Naamat" runs this school. 

The new school building, replaces of the 
leased buildings used by the school so 
far, has the highest specifications and 
some standards in the country. 
In addition to the school building, The 
Nazareth Fund built a Vocational Training 
Center for girls and women, in order to 
develop the capacities and opportunities 
for women to find adequate work, and 
thus reduce unemployment among 
women.  
The Nazareth Fund also built a large 
modern gym. 

The Irwin Green family has donated one 
million dollars, and the "Naamat" 
Foundation has also donated one million 
dollars in order to contribute in building 
the Vocational Training Center and 
the gym. 

The regional "Naamat” in Nazareth runs 
the Vocational Training Center. The use of 
the school building and the Vocational 
Training Center started in April 2012.

Bathea and Irwin Green
Education Complex



"We can make our
future better and we
need you to join us to
make this dream
comes true."

"Gates to the Future" 
Scholarships Program

The Nazareth Fund launched the "Gates 
to the Future" scholarships fund in 2008 
to help students of the city continue their 
higher education at local colleges and 
universities. Twenty students a year 
receive scholarships which cover the 
$2,500 university fee.

The students are selected according to 
criteria set by the Fund, with a focus on 
their economic status. The Fund 
empowers the students and provides 
them with the financial support needed 
until they graduate. In return, the Fund 
expects the graduates to invest back in 
society through volunteer work with high 
school students, maintain a good 
academic record in their studies, and 
donate back to the Fund when they start 
working in order to help other needy 
students.

The main budgeting sources of the 
program rely on The Nazareth Fund and 
The Irwin and Bethea Green Family  
Foundation support. Other major 
donators who guarantee the continuity of 
the program are the Nazarenes Mr. 
Ahmad Afifi and Mr. Badie' Tannous, Mr. 
Ghassan Awad from Las Vegas, Mandell 
L. and Madeleine H. Berman Foundation, 
Mr. Alec Gores from Los Angeles, Mr. 
Nick Khoury from Texas, Bank Hapoalim 
and many other caring people, firms and 
corporations.

The budget of the Gates to the 
Future program in 2011-2012 totalled 
$215,000.

The goal of the first four years is to 
reach 80 students a year. However, 
due to the dire economic status of 
many, the project aims at reaching 
350 students a year, with am annual  
budget of $900,000.

Projects to be funded



After a struggle of more than 30 years, the 
Council for Higher Education in Israel 
(CHE) has finally accredited the Nazareth 
Academic Institute (NAI) as the first official 
academic institute in the Arab Sector 
since the establishment of the state. For 
the Arab community, this is a 
great leap towards establishing the first 
Arab university in the country.
NAI provides two degree program options, 
Chemistry and Communication and more 
additional programs in the coming years 
such as Computer Science, Occupational 
Therapy, The School of Management and 
Tourism and Organic Agriculture. In 
addition, NAI is looking to be specialized 
in the Arabic Language and Literature, 
Medical Science in cooperation with 
Cornell University to complete the M.D. 
degree starting in the fourth year.

The institute is run by an official NGO 
Nazareth Academic Institute, headed by a 
well-known businessman by the name of 
Mr. Bishara Kattouf, with direct and 
continued support of the Nazareth Fund 
and Nazareth Municipality. Professor 
George Kanazi of Nazareth is the 
President of the institute.

The  personal  commitment  of  the  
mayor  of Nazareth, Eng. Ramez Jaraisy, 
and chairman of the  Nazareth  Fund,  Mr. 
Ahmad Afifi, made the dream of an 
academic institute in Nazareth come true.

The Municipality has given NAI a worthy 
building which occupies part of a school 
building in the Tawfiq Zayyad Education 
Village, named after the late mayor of 
Nazareth. A chemistry laboratory was set 
up with the help of The Nazareth Fund and 
the al-Taawon Welfare Association. 
Communication students enjoy a radio 
studio, and the public library serves the 
needs of the students in the area.

The Nazareth Fund is spearheading a 
fundraising campaign in Israel and 
overseas to support NAI. The campaign 
will help support NAI students and 
programs as well as raise capital for a 
dedicated NAI campus on land donated by 
the municipality. The Nazareth Fund and 
NAI are planning to build a 70-dunam 
academic campus, with the big support 
from Munib Rashid al-Masri Foundation to 
build the first 7000m2 academic building. 
Our plan to comlete the building and to 
move to the new campus in the academic 
year 2013/2014.

The Nazareth Fund launched an 
intensive fundraising campaign in 
order to maintain academic operations 
and running costs around $1.5 million 
a year until NAI receives governmental 
funding.

Nazareth
Academic Institute



Auditorium
Palace

Nazareth Municipality plans to build The 
Nazareth Auditorium Palace in order to 
serve Nazareth's and the surrounding 
region's musical, drama, theatre and other 
cultural needs. The growing cultural needs 
of the city call for the establishment of 
such a center because Nazareth is 
considered as the cultural capital of the 
Arab Palestinian minority in Israel.
The plans for the 3,000 sq. m, 750 seats 
and 160 parking spots project have 
already been designed. Funds are being 
raised to reach the estimated total budget 
of  $19 million for construction 
to start.

So far, $16 million have been raised from 
govermental resources, Municipal budget 
and the Lottery Corporation. 
   
The Nazareth Fund will help the 
fundraising for this project.



Enlarging the Building 
of Irwin Green Child 
Development Center

Data
The project adds to the center 3 
rehabilitation day care classes, 5 therapy 
rooms and a multipurpose hall for 100 
people.

The project is parted to two kinds of 
works:
1. New Additions
• Adding New fourth floor (400 m2)
• Adding Additional area to the 
   third floor (50 m2)

2. Renovation works
• Changing part of the third floor rooms 
   to 3 rehabilitation day care classes 
   (190 m2)
• Changing some partitions in the 
   first floor (about 30 m2)
• Renovating all the building's 
   exterior colored plaster. 
   (4000 m2 of plaster)

The estimated cost of the project
(including V.A.T)
The new additions
450m2 X 4000 NIS      1,800,000 NIS
Renovating works
220m2 X 2200 NIS         484,000 NIS
Renovating plaster 
4000m2 X 35 NIS           140,000 NIS

Total                2,424,000 NIS
                ($675,000)



More than 100 children are participating 
in the Israeli Hockey League. The 
growing sport in the city calls for the 
establishment of an ice hockey arena for 
practice and matches. The achievement 
and results of the participating teams 
encourage such a move. 

Total cost  $2.2 Million

The price covers the instruction of the 
arena, including supervision, consultation  
and coordination between construction 
plans of the arena and ice technology. 

All I have 
Is unshakeable faith
And an infinite love
For my people in pain
Tawfik Zayyad

”
Ice Hockey
Arena

Nazareth Fund with Irwin Green at the Child 
Development Center

Gala Dinner supporting NAI 
09/02/2012
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Supporting 
Track and Field activities
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